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Prov. xxxi. 19. Many. Daughters have done W 
bur thou excelleſt them all, £ 

Ifai. lvii. 1. The Righteous periſpeth, and no Man layeth 
ad to Heart. 
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TO THE 


RELATIONS, FRIEN BS, 
and ACQUAINTANCE. 


Of the Deceaſed 


Mrs ANNE MORES. 


This DISCOURSE 
Is moſt humbly Dedicated, 
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mentations, and Ago 4 
Which my Poor Dear Mother 
made in the Time of her Laſt 
a and Mortal Sickneſs for your 
Unkindneſs, Cruel Unkinaneſs, 
Cruelty, c. as She Sometimes termed it, 
in not Suffering Her to ſpeak to you before 
her Death, which She ſo paſſionately and 
earneſtly deſired, THESE were the Reaſons 
for it, as She told me more than Once, vig. 
1. Firſt and Chiefly — That She might have 
an Opportunity in the moſt pathetick and en- 
gaging Manner, to Confirm and Strengthen 
you, in all your Good and Virtuous Principles: 
to Aſſure you from Her own Experience in ſo 
long a Life, of the Neceſſity, Comfort and Ad- 
vantage of Religion; and that as She hoped 
the Grace of God had already taken Poſſeſſion 
of your Heart, ſo to Exhort you to Abound 
more and more. That you would Suffer neither 
the Profits, nor the Pleaſures of This World 
to Cool your Affections for, or after Heaven 


but t perſevere in your laregity, and Whatever 
- others 
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| Life, to Prepare your Self for Death. 
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others may "on or tempt you to, to 
make it the main Care and Buſineſs of you 


Secondly --That She might have taken a Kind 
and Friendiy Leave, And as You had ſo great a 
Share in neg Love and Affection, o that the 
Same might” have been demonſtrated 5 
Agteeable Parting with Each Other. 

3. Thirdly That She might have Indu 


ed, Intreated, Beſeeched, or by any fit Ways 


or Arguments in her Power, have prevail d 


upon you, to Transfer the Affection and 


Kindneſs, which you profeſſed for Her, to 
Me, whom She loved like Her own Soul. 


that This being the Beſt, (and indeed the 
Only) Proof you can henceforward, give of 
Love to Her, She begg'd you would never 


fail of it, being well Aſſured of the Sincerity 
and Truth you will Always find in Me. And 
that Onc who had Acted (as She was pleaſed 


to Expreſs her ſelf) ſo well by his Mother, 


would never Act ill by Her Siſter. 


Theſe were the Three Points, She fre- 


quently mentioned as the Reaſons of her 


ſo Vehement Longings for you. Tho! She 
often ſaid morcover, when She declared (as 


She frequently did) her Wiſhes for your Com- 


ing ( if but for a Small Time in. Caſe 


JP would not, or could not Stay long,) 
-That She had Somewhat of Importace 


to ſay to you her ſelf, but what That 


Was, She did not Communicate to Me. 
But 


8 
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But on Sunday N ight. January * third, 
as She was held up in her Bed, by Mrs. 


 Dowle, and her own Maid, (Imy ſelf alſo 


Sitting on the Bed,) and was ſcarce Able to 


pronounce very larclligibly, She order'd us 
in theſe Words, as She could utter them. 


« — — Tell Sifter -— That She keep her 
Principles — and Double, Double, or In- 


creaſe them, or her Care, Or Some what to 
that Purpoſe, Inferring the Anxiely of Con- 
cern She was under for the Safty and Hap- 


pineſs of your Soul, and in Order thereto, 
of your Sanctification, and Advancement in 


Picty and Holineſs; For as Nothing was 


ſuch a Conſtant Trouble and Uneaſineſs- to 


Her, and Daily, yea Hourly almoſt Bewailed 


by Her, as your Refuſal of her Laſt and Dy- 


ing Requeſt, in nor letting Her ſpeak to you: 


So there was ſcatce Any Thing She was 


more Intent upon, than the Good, the Pro- 


ſperity and Bliſs of both your Body and 
Soul, eſpecially the Latter, being of all moſt” 
valuable and precious to her Thoughts, Next 
to the Pardon of Her own Sins, and Perſonal - 


Acceptance to Gods Fayour, there was No- 
thing more Cloſe, or Aﬀecting to Her. As 


She was an Humble and Fervent Petitioner _ 


for the One, ſo was She for the Other too, 


and by the Account I had from her Atren- 
dants, no leſs than my own Obſervations, I 


think She f pake oft' ner of You, than of Me. 1 
. Was Preſent but She had the Grief of your 


Abſence 


ö 


Abſence. And Oh that I had not had che 


ſad Cauſe for my Pungent Remembrance 
thereof, to Add to my Affliction, of it (elf, 
and without ſuch a Cutting Aggravation, al- 

moſt Inſupportable! Lord have Merey upon 
Me, Uphold me under this Tryal, Direct my 
Affairs, and Enable both Vou, and Me, to Retain 
the Admonitions, and to Follow the Example 
which This Bleſſed Saint departed, hath ſet 
before us, that We may at length attain to 
Her Reward, and be made Happy in That 
Celeſtial Haven of Reſt, and Peace, where 
We ſhall never be ſeparated, never parted 
more. Amen. Amen. So prayeth. 


Tour moſt Afiified K nes, 


7 


SW, 


_ and. So 


get Monks. 


P. F. If 1 have ated ws) Particular 
Word or Expreſſion, Thoſe 1 have uſed, (1 
am ſure) are to the fame Effect, and Signifi- 
.cation of What She deliver d. 
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Ueb. XL 4. latter part of the Verſe; 
Being deal, yet ſpeaketh, 


W of the Excellent 
Nature, Uſefulneſs and Ad- 
vantages of the Grace, or Vir- 
tue of Faith. That Great and 
ns nan Duty of all Religion. At ver. 1. 
Our Author deicribes, or detines it to be. 
The Subſtance of Things hoped for, the 
Evidence of Things not ſeen, i. e. The 
Firm Expectation, 245 Conviction of the 
Truth thereof, tho' without ocular or ſenſible 
Demonſtration. Yer. 2. He informs Us of 
its bleſſed Fruit and Reward to all thoſe in 
general, who had been, ſiznallv Enducd theres 
with, By it, lays he, the Elders, i. e. the 
Antients, or Fathers of the Old Teſta ment, 
Jus well before, as ſince the Flood ] obtain'd 
n Report. Than which nothing is 
com- 
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commonly more deſirable, more endearing 
to Generous and Virtuous Minds. This, all 
Good Men prize, tho' but amongſt their 
Fellow Creatures, of the ſame Age, or Time 
with Themſelves, How much more Valuable 
therefore muſt it be, when (as in the Caſe of 
thoſe Saints,) contained and handed down in 
the Records of Scripture, by Divine Approba- 
tion to Future and Succeeding Generations. Ver. 
3. e tells us, that Hereby, (and not from Rea- 
ſon) we come fully to perceive God to be 
the Source and Spring, the Origin and Firſt 
Cauſe, or Maker of all Things and Creatures 
in this viſible World, That it was his- 
Omnipotent Fiat alone, which gave to 
them, Being, Breath and Form, 'and that He 
Created them, not out of any pre-cxiſtent 
Matter, Conſpicuous to our Eye, but 
out of Nothing, purely by the Word of 
his Power. Through Faith, Sais He, we un- 
derſtand that the Worlds were framed by the 
Mord of God, ſo that things which are ſee 
were not made of things which do appear. 
And having preſented us with this general 
Deſcription of Faith, He proceeds in the Re- 
maining Parts of this Chapter, to Illuſtrate 
the ſame by Inſtanc:s of its Influence and 
Effects in particular Perſons, By Faith, ſays 
_this, ver. 4. Abel offered unto God, a more 
Excellent Sacrifice than Caln, -by which he 

Es obtained 
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ebtained Witneſs that He was Righteous, God 
Teſtifying of his Gifts, and By it, H being 
Dead, yet Speaketh. — In which whole Verle, 
we have a Two fold Account of the Benefits 
that Abel received from his Faith, to wit, Both 
in his Lite-Time, and alſo, after his Death. In 
his Life Time, Firſt, By being enabled to offer 
to his Maker aWorthy and Acceptable Sacrifice, 
and Secondly, By the Aſſurance which God gave 
Him, of His Approbation and Favour towards 
Him. A Bleſſing, an Indulgence certainly, the 
greateſt and moſt tranſporting on this ſide 
Heaven! -- Here I might entertain you with 
the many and Various Opinions of Learned 
Men, concerning the Nature of Abels Sacri- 
ice; in what Reſpects it excell'd That of his 
Brother Cain, and the Reaſons whereon it 
is preſumed God made fo great a Preference 
in His Eſteem thereto. But I ſhall 
theſe, and paſs on to the other Sort of Benefits 
mentioned as reſulting from His Faith, Name- 
ly, Thoſe After his Death, as more agrecable = 
to my preſent Purpoſe and Deſign, ſer forth - 
inthe Clauſe l have now choſen for my Subiect 
of Diſcourſe expreſs d in theſe words. Being 
Dead yet Speaketh. — And By it, He being 
Dead, yet Speaketh. 
Which Words I am ſenſi ble, have a very 
different Conſtruction and Meaning given to 


them by Interpreters, the Margin of our 
1 Bibles, 


« 4) 
| Bibles, inſtead of being Dead, yer ſpeakethy 
xcads,----, is yet ſpoken of, denoting thereby the 
Renown which ſuch his Faith gave Him to 
Poſterity: Or that famous Name and Repu- 
tation which it procured him with Mankind; 
and ſtill remains, and will do ſo, for all 
Ages. — Some, by yer Speaketh, underſtand 
only that He yet Liveth, as Importing his 
Immortality, and Everlaſting Happineſs, Con- 
ſequent to his Faith. Others, That his Blood 
ſtill cryeth to God Almighty for Vengeance. 
But the moſt refer it to his Belief in the Di- 
vine Eſſence and Attributes: To his Confi- 
dence in God as a Rewarder of his faithful 
Servants; To the Holineſs and Obedience 
of his Life iſſuing therefrom, and the Suffer- 
ings, which, on Account thereof, were by his 
Wicked Brother, unjuſtly inflited on him. 
By theſe He being Dead — yet Speaketh, By 
theſe, He warns, He admoniſheth, He call's 
upon Men. By theſe, He inſtructs and teach- 
eth, By theſe, He deters from Sin; By theſe; 
He exhorts, and perſwades to Duty. And 
ſuch chiefly bcing the Ways whereby Dead 
Saints do, or can ſpeak to their ſurviving 
Friends, and Fellow Creatures, I ſhall in this 
4 50 apply the Words in my enſuing Dif- 
cou "i 
For, ſure I am that, That late Dear perſog 
Wh is the 5 Occaſion of it, did, whilſt Living, 
and 
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and doth Now, being Dead, thus eek to 
all the Serious and Conſiderate Obſervers of 
Her Deportment. Such was Her Virtue, Such 
Het Exemplary Picty and Devotion, Such 
Her Zeal for the Good of Souls, that None 
who were ſo happy as to enjoy her Conver- 
ſation ; None who lived near, of were known, 
or related to Her, None whom She had any due 
| Familiarity or Correſpondence with, but muſt 
hear, and fee, and be acquainted with thoſe 
Leſſons + And to Perpetuate as fat as may 
be, the Memory of ſuch a Bright and Uſe- 
ful Example for the Glory of God the Aus 
thor and Beſtower of all her Graces, for the 
Honour of his Deceaſed Servant who ſo well 
uſed and improv'd them, and for the En- 
couragement of others in their Chriſtian Race, 
it ſhall be my Endeavour in the Sequel. 


Firſt, To ſet before You ſome Particu- 
lars of her Life and Conduct. And 
Secondly, To draw from thence, a few 

proper Inferences, and Contluſiong., | 


Firſt, To ſer before You ſome Particulats. 
of her Life and Conduct. In Repreſentations, 
or Accounts of which kind, 'tis Common I 
am ſenſible, to Remark the Depravity of 
Nature, and that the very Beſt of Morrals in 
2 2 Lower World, are not without their Br- 
rors, 


(6) 
rors, their Failings and Miſcarriages. Fat 
therefore be it from me to Aſcribe to Her a 


| Perſecaion above what is Human, yet this J 
muſt ſay, that tho She cannot be ſuppoſed to 


have been free from all Faults or Defeats Her's 


were certainly the Feweſt in Number, and 
the lcaſt Offenſive of thoſe, Incident to 
Mankind. By Reaſon of her Unactive and 
Retired W ay of Living, it muſt be allowed 
She enjoyed not all thoſe Opportunities, of 
Doing Publick Good, which Perſons in 
Selrions more Elevated and Conſpicuous, are 
bleſſed with; Notwithſtanding She fo careful- 
ly Improved Thoſe She had, and ſo wiſely and 
Chriſtianly behaved, i her own Place and 
Condition, as rendred Her both Excellent in 
her (clf, and Beneficial to others, at the ſame 
Time. And could the Sweet, the Heavenly 
Temper of her Soul, with her whole De— 
portment in all Caſes, be exactly delineat- 
ed, as it was in Reality, and without even 
he leaſt Help or Aſſiſtance from Arr or 
ilguiſe, it would be acknowledged by All, 
as a moſt curious and lovely Picture. When 
therefore | propole ro {ct before You, only 
ſome Particulars of Her paſt Life, it is 
not that the Reſt are Unfit for the Light, or 
will fort bear Examination, but for the Im- 
pollibility there is of a juſt and full Recital of 
every Occurrcacc, Ward or Action, in fo 
long 


4 
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3 long a Time, as Bleſſed be God, He was plea- 


ſed” in his Good Providence, to Allow Her 


Here, * 


She was indeed a Rare and Valuable Jewel. 
Nature as well as Grace, had been kind and li- 
beral to Her, and furniſhed her Mind with the 
moſt deſirable Parts and Accompliſhments. . 


She had a Singular Good Underſtanding and 


Apprchenſion of Things, a moſt Ready Wit, 
and a Sound and Penetrating Judgment. She 
read much, and on various Subjects, tho' for 


the Latter Part of her Days, She confined her 
ſelf chiefly to Divinity, and writ ſo well both 


for Matter and Stile, that ſome of her Com- 


poſit ions, even to Private Friends, have been 
deemed worthy of the Preis by indiſputably 


Competent and Learncd Judges. To Her, the 
Character of Davids Good Man, Pſ. cxii. 3. 

is fully applicable, Namely, that ſhe did not 
ral ſhew Favour, and lend (i. e to the Poor and 


Needy) but morcoyer, guided her Affairs 


with Diſcretion. She was an extraordi- 
nary Occonomiſt, and with ſuch Wiſdom, 
Forecaſt, and Prudence, order'd both Her 


- Perſonal, and Domeſtick Coucerns, as made 


with Her ſelf, Her Dependents, Happy there- 


in. Nor was She wanting of thoſe out ward, 


. a 
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*  ® SJheded inthe 78th Tear of ber Age, 8 


(68) 
Ornamental Qualifications peculiar to her Sex, 
which tho' of leſs. Value and Importance, arc 
yet generally Taking and Acceptable. But 
theſe, and all other her Endowments, whether 
Natural or Acquircd, whether External, or In- 
ternal, however fine, uſeful or eſteem'd of, in 
the World, She laid down, and buried at the 
Foot of the Croſs, and in Compariſon of His 
Precepts, who for Us, and Our Salvation, ſuf- 
fered on it; She diſregarded, She lighted, 
She even rejected them all, Nay, the World 
itſelf, with the utmoſt Glories of it, She, 
look d upon as Nothing, when oppoſcd to 
Religion, and her Duty, to the Favour of 
God, and an Intereſt in his Love. She was 
perfectly of the Apoſtles Mind. Phil. iii, 8. 
and counted allthings but Loſs for theExcellency 
af the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus ber 

ord for whom, tho She had not Suffer d 
the Loſs of all Things, yet I am perſwa- 


ded, would readily have donc fo, if called 


thereto, and have caunted them but Dung, 


hat She might win Chriſt, and be found in 


Hin, and His Righteouſneſs, She hay- 


ing then ſo mean an Opinion of the maſt 
Shining Gifts, without true Piety, and the 


Graces of Gods Holy Spirit, and the main 


. Care and Solicitude of her Life being to pro- 


mote His Glory by the thorough Sanctification, 
both of her ſelf, and others, and Conformity 
— 3 


is” 


to the Divine Image, (which was not only 
her Endeavour, but the Comfort, the Delight 
and Rejoycing of her Heart) I ſhall in the 
Remaining Pages of this Diſcourſe, decline all 
other Parts of her Character, and inſiſt on y 
on her Conduct with Regard to Spirituals: 
Or the Rules, and Methods She obſerved 


in order to her Future and Everlaſting Fe- 


licity. 
Now, as the whole Duty of Man is known 
to have a Three-fold Object, to wit, God, His 


Neighbour, and Himſelf; ſo in Reſpect to 


o 


Each of theſe, were Her Actions conſtant- 
ly regulated and determined, and She was re- 
markably diligent in. 


1. Her Duty to God. By which I mean, 


the Inftances of Duty peculiarly and immedi- 


ately directed to Him. She knew well the Ob- 
ligations of a Creature, to its Creator; of a 


Child to its Parent; and of an Helpleſs Depen- 


dent, to his Benefactor; And as Gods moſt 
ſignally Each of theſe to us, Her Affections 


wereſuited thereunto. She was ſtill more In- 


—_— if poſſible, by the Love of a Redeem- 
With Wonder and Humility, with Joy 


= Thankfulneſs, She contemplated that ſtu- 


ious Mercy, inthe Recovery of Loſt and 
Fallen Man, by the Incarnation and Suffer- 


20, of the Son of God, and Every Aſſiſtance 
C or 


1 
of the Holy Spirit, every Inſtitution, or Ap- 
pointment in Religion, All the Means of 
Grace, and Helps in our way to Salvation, 


were to Her a Confirmation of the Divine 


Love and Goodneſs, on which, Her Reflecti- 
ons and Diſcourſes were ſuch, as ſhewed She 
aſpired in the Words of St. Paul's Prayer for 
the Epheſians ch. iii. 18, 19. To be Ableto 


 Comprehend with all Saints what is the 


Breadth, and Length, and Depth, and Height ; 
and to know the Love of Chriſt, which paſſ- 


eth Knowledge. Vet did not the Meditation 


of God's Goodneſs cauſe Her to forget either 
His Juſtice, or His Power. No one could 
have a more Reverend and Awful Senſe of 
Both, and few Days ever paſled, I believe in 
which She did not particularly remember, or 


_ recite, thoſe Words of God Almighty concern- 


ing Himſelf. Exod. xxxiv. 7, that He well 
by no means clear the Guilty, The Omni- 
potence of Fehovah made her fear Him, and 
the Apprehenſion of his Holineſs, to debaſe 
Herſelf before Him. She conſider'd no leſs 


the Majeſty and Purity, than the Mercy of 


God; but was ſo Aſſured of his Veracity and 
Faithfulneſs, as induced her ſtrongly to belicye, 
confide, and truſt in Him. No Affliction ever 
befel Her, no Fear cyer poſſeſſed her Soul, 
wherein She did not take God for her Sup- 
5 „ Port, | 
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port, her Comfort, and her Hope. Nevertheleſs 
My Soul, Said She, Wait thou ſtil! upon, God 
for My Hope is in Him. Pſal. Ixii. 5. Her Spiritu- 
al Troubles of all others, ſtuck the cloſeſt, and 
molt conſtantly to Her, from her Failures in 
Duty, her Deſires to Do well, and Fears of 
Miſcarrying; yet even here, (however Me- 
lancholly and Dejected at ſome Times) She 
kept faſt her Hold on Him, reſolving and declar- 
ing © If I do periſh, it ſhall be in Hopes, and not 
* Deſpair of His Forgiveneſs and Acceptance. 
The Incommunicable Attributes of the Di- 
vine Nature, She admired, and adored, and 
the Reſt, She endeavoured to Imitate, and 
to Manifeſt her Senſe of, by all the Inſtances 
of a Regular, and Holy Obedience. I know 
not of any thing that would have prompted 
her, wilfully to Omit a Duty, when Able to 
Obſerve it, unleſs what would have interrupt- 
ed, or ſpoiled the Performance. She was 
punctual to the Times and Offices of Religion. 
In the Evening, and Morning, and at Noon 
Day, did She pray, and that Inſtantly. * Yea, 
Seven Times a Day did She praiſe God + ! With 
Prayer She began, and with Prayer She ended 
the Day, and let no Opportunity flip either 
of a Caſual, or Solemn Diſcharge, thereof. 
J may ſay Her whole Life was in a Manner, 

% _ 
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. 
a Continued Exerciſe of Prayer, and if at any 
Time, She was unavoidably hinder'd her Uſual 


Hours of Retirement for Devotion, Reading 


and Meditation, it was to Her, as to an other 


Perſon, the Miſſing of a Meal, or the Ordi- 


nary Repaſts of Nature. Beſides the Devo- 


tions of her Cloſet, She was preſent always 
at her Family-Prayers, and till Weakneſs 
and Infirmity grew upon her, frequented as 
duly the Houſe of God; where She was a 


Fervent Petitioner, an Attentive Hearer, and 
a Pious, Humble, Thankful Communicant. 


She did not (like too many) join in ſome 
Parts of the Service, and refuſe the other, bur 


readily and willingly, aſſiſtedat All. As She 
heeded the Pulpit, ſo She turned not her Back 
upon the Altar, but ſo ſtrictly examined and 
prepared her ſelf, for the Euchariſtical Sacra- 
ment, the Sacred Symbols and Repreſentations 
of Chriſts Body and Blood, as render'd her no 
Doubt, in the Scripture Senſe, a Worthy Par- 


taker thereof, and She had fo profound 3 


Veneration for this Ordinance, that notwith- 
ſtanding She had been à conftant Receiver 
from her Adult Years, She ſearce ever to the 
laſt, took it without Fear, if not Trumbling. 
the Night before the Celebration, She ſeldom 
flept much, from an Apprehenſion of her Un- 
worthineſs; and the Night after, was too 


pften caſt down with the Senſe of her Failings, , | 


yet 
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yet as the Heart punteth after the Water 
Brooks, ſo panted her Soul after thee. O God. 
Her Soul thirſted for God, for the Living God, 
that She might at his Holy Table, appear be- 
fore God. * Men, Ignorant of Religion, and 
Strangers to a Spiritual Life, may ſeem ſur- 
Priſed that a Perſon of ſo exact and ſevere 
a Converſation, ſhould be liable to thele 
Troubles, But the more Tender our Con- 
ſciences are, the Safer generally, and more 
Happy it is for us. She had her Comforts, as 
well as her Sorrows in the Inner Man, and 
as She hath expreſſed herſelf with Regard 
thereto, “ She would not have been without 
* thoſe Sorrows (Seeing She apprehended 
there was the Occaſion) for any Conſideration 
in the World. The Outward, or Bodily Per- 
formance of a Duty gave Her no Satisfaction, 
unleſs it were alſo in a due and fitting Man- 
ner. She was aware of the Greatneſs, and 
Holineſs, of that Supream Being with whom, 
in our Religious Services eſpecially, Me haue 
to do. F Sheearneſtly defired therefore that = 
| Her's, ſhould be in ſome Meaſure, Yorthy of 
Him, and the want of that Fetvour and Intenſe- 
neſs of Devotion, with thoſe Degrees of Spiritual 
Grief and Conſolation at ſome Times, which 
She Enjoyed at Others, and e 


in Prayer, were the moſt General Grounds of 
| her 
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het Uncaſineſs. “ I would fain be Good, ſaid 
« She, If I can judge Any Thing of my Self, 
« Tf my Heart do not deccive me, I do truly 
c deſire it; I long to be the Beſt of Chriſtians. 
That Petition of the Pſalmiſt P/. cxliii. 10. 
was conſtantly Her's, Teach me to do the thing 
that pleaſeth thee, for thou art my God; 
and I am perſwaded, She more ardently dc- 
ſired the Perfection, than even the Reward 
of Holineſs. She Now and Then, ſcrupled 
how far She might Intend, or Hope for Re- 
compenſe in her Good Actions, but to be 
more Holy, more Spiritual, and more God- 
like, was the Inceſſant Breathing, and Lan- 
guage of her Soul. It was particularly her 
Ambition, to be a Second ANNA, and to 
Inherit the Character which we meet with of 
the Firſt Lule, ii. 37. Namely, that She 
was a Widow (And Oh! that She might 
have been of the ſame Age) which departed 
not from the Temple, but p Shs God, with 
Faſtings and Prayers, Night and Day. For 
the latter, and declining Years of her Life, 
it muſt be Confeſſed She did a little abate of 
that Corporal Auſterity, She was wont for- 
merly to Inflict upon her ſelf, and her Con- 
ſtitution being weaken'd by frequent Sickneſs, 
and her Stomach ſo Impaired, that the Utmoſt 
Endeayours of Art could Scarce procure ſuf- 
* Appetite for her Subſiſtance, She kept 
| Fewer 


. 
Fewer Days of Total Abſtinence, than in the 
| Time of her more vigorous Age and Strength, 
yet She did not wholly Intermit, or leave 
them off, but whenever the Publick called 
for it, or the State of her Conſcienceinclined 
her thereto, She was ſtill obſervant of the Du- 
ty, and I believe She hardly ever received the 
Lord's Supper in the Church, without a Faſt- 
Day beforc it, by way of Actual and Eſpecial 
Preparation. Not that She looked upon this, as 

Eſſential, or Indiſpenſably neceſſary towards 
the Obtaining of God's Favour ; She under- 
ſtood better the Nature of Voluntary, or 
Free-Will Offerings, than to think ſo, and 
her Way, and Manner of Lite was ſuch, as 
not greatly to demand {it of Her; but She 
was Unwilling there ſhould be any Duty for 


Common Chriſtians, in which She did not 


bear a Part, and thereby evidence her Obe- 
dience and Love to God. — Which She 
ſhewed alſo in the next Place, by Her duc 
Obſervance of. 

22. Her Duty towards her Neighbour. 
Some Perſons there have been who deſigning 
a Religious Life, have thought it neceſlary 
wholly to Seclude, and Separate themſelves 
from the World, and whilſt mindful of their 
Worſhip of God, have bean quite carelcſs 
of the Duties owing to Men, but ſuch, was 
neither the Opinion, nor Practice of that 
| Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed Saint, we are Speaking of. As She paid to 

God the beſt Homage and Service She was Able: 
So She yeilded to her Neighbour, whatſoever, 
by any Kind of Right could be called His Due. 
She was ſtrictly Juſt, and willing at any Time 
rather to Suffer, than to Do a Wrong, in 
Caſe Both could not be avoided. Nay, She 
was ſo Tender in this Point, that She hath 
more than Once, Incurred Loſs, only for Fear 
that another might have but bare, or(as weterm 
it) hard Meaſure. Our Saviour by the Parable 
of the Man fallen among Thicves Luke 10. 
informs us plainly who Thoſe are that we 
muſt account our Neighbours, Namely, All 
ſuch as being in any Sort of Want, or Mi- 
ery, we are in Circumſtances to Relieve, and 
Help, however Diſtant in Blood, Country or 
Religion, and whatever Sect, or Denomina- 
tion they arc of. And of ſuch an Unbounded 
Notion was the Charity of our Deceaſed 
Siſter. There was no Diſtreſſed, or Afflicted | 
Perſon in the World, (I dare ſay) whomifit 
had lain in her Way and Power, She would 
not have ſuccoured and aſſiſted. As She had 
Opportunity She was Willing ro Do Good 
unto All Men, tho eſpecially to Them of the 
Houſbold of Faith. * She hath been often 
heard to Declare the Satisfaction it would be 
to x 
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| KN 
to Her, the Joy and Comfort it would give 
her, to be Aſſured * that She by Her Alms 
„ xelieved any Real Member of Chriſt, or 


4 True Diſciple of His, yet Her Uncertainty 


of That, or Suſpicion of an Indigent Perſons 
Wickednefs, never cauſed Her to with-hold 
Ifer Charity, knowing that our -Feaventy 
Father is kind to the Unthankful, and to the 
Evil, and that if He (ſhould be Extream'to 
mark what is done'ahiſs, not the moſt Righte- 
ous of us could and before Him, * She not 
only therefore took Notice of ſuch as were 
at hand, and preferited themſelves, but Im- 
plöyed others to find out Fit and Proper Ob- 
jects for her, and ſeveral have had the Office 
of her Almoner. I 

Of all the Sorts of Corporal, or Bodily 
Acts of Charity; That of Relicving poor 
Debtors, Sick and in Priſon, was I think, 
Peareſt to her, which She managed according 
to our Lord's Command Matt. vi. 3. in a 
Method ſo private that the very Receivers, 
of her Bounty know not ſo much as the Name 
of their Benefactreſs And of the Spiritual 
Acts, That of putting poor Children to School, 
ard Learning them to Read. That from their 
Early Days, they might know he Hoh Scrip- 
| 1 THres 
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tures which St. Paul aſſures Timothy, are Able 


to make wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith 


which is in Chriſt Feſus * Tho She rejected 
not other, Acts and Inſtances of either Sort, 
as they came before Her. She appropriated 
Part of her Eſtate to Uſes of this Nature, and 


however Looſe and Diſregatding She was of 


the Reſt; She ſuffered not That to be dimi- 
niſhed, or deducted from, for She eſtecmed 


the Chief Pleſſing of a plentiful Fortune to 


Conſiſt in an Ability, Freely and readily to 
ſupply the Lack of the Brethren, more ſparingly 
provided fot, and To be Rich in good Works. 
+ Nor could even the moſt Neceſſitous receive 
her Alms with greater Satifaction, Joy and 
Pleaſure, than She beſtowed them; and Num- 
bers have taſted of her Liberality, as well 
ſince, as before her Death. | 

But farther, the moſt Difficult Part of Charity 


is faid to lie not in Glveing, but in Forgive- 


ing. Or the full Pardoning of Injuries by 
Baſe and Evil Minded Men offered, and done 
to us. Yet ſo great a Proficient was She in 
this Duty, that inſtead of Contriving for Re- 
venge, or a Deſerved Retaliation to the 
Actors; Her Care under all ſuch Provo- 
catious was that their Ill Dealin gs and Be- 


haviour 
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haviour might raiſe in Her, no Paſlion or 
Reſentment Unbecoming the Meekneſs and 
Forbearance of a true Chriſtian Spirit. When 

a matter would admit of Two Interpretations, 
She generally choſe the Beſt, and was diſpoſed 
to make the moſt Favourable Allowances 
for the Miſtakes and Inadvertencies of other 
Perſons. If Malice and Wickedneſs were fo 
plain as to be Incapable of any Doubt or. 
Concealment, She would then pity the Per- 
verſeneſs of the Parties guilty, and wiſh them 
Repentance, but deſired as She ſaid, “that 
* their Fault might not prove Her Puniſh- 
« ment, by Infecting Her with the like Crime. 
If Any would cauſeleſly be Her Enemies, 
She was ſorry for it, but would not be there- 
by made an Enemy to them: She was of ſo 
Sweet, ſo Good a Nature, that She could be 
Cruel, or Unkind to Nobody ; and She had 
ſuch a prevailing Conviction of her own 
Offence againſt God, as made her always Rea- 
dy to paſs by, and to Exteunate the Offences 
of others againſt Her, and Inclined her to 
Mercy and Clemency. © Let Him be for- 
ce given, would She ſay, for I'm going where 
I hope to be forgiven my ſelf, and if there 
c were no Fault, there could be no Pardon. 
Oh! How Happy was it for any Perſons to 
be Concerned with, or in any Capacity, 
Related to Her! They were ſure of the faireſt 
D  .-  ** my 
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moſt tender, and beſt Uſage. Even an Enemy 
(as you have heard) She would not; She 
could not hurt, or injure, and She was ever 
the moſt Sincere and, Hearty, Friend; True 
to her Profeſſion, and void of Siniſter De- 
ſigns. View her in her ſeveral Relations, 


and we ſhall find her ſtill the ſame, An Iſ- 


realite indeed in whom was no Guile. * As 


a Neighbour, Courteous and Obliging ; As 


a Subject, Loyal and Obedicnt; As a Superior, 
Beneficent and Condeſcending; particularly, 
as tlie Miſtreſs of a Family, kind and Com- 
plying, yet maintaining her juſt Authority; 


Nor was She Good. to her Domeſticks only 


when well and Able to perform, their. re- 
ſpective Work, or Buſineſs, but morcover 
when Sick and Incapable thereof, She Was 

then eſpecially careful that Nothing Neccllary, 
or proper, ſhould be, Omittęd, or wanting to 
them. Tis our, Duty (.ſaid She. in ſuch a 
* Caſe) to Bear Once anothers Burdens, and 
& I deſire to diſcharge my Self as a Chriſtian, 


« and a Friend. Knowing that, She a{{p-had 


a Maſter in Heaven. She would ve unt 
her Jervants That which was CA and 
Equal. + And not. for the Body alone, but 
Soul too, Her, Raul * None. Fs thoſe 

whigh 
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which call not on the Name of Cod, but 
He was conſtantly worſhipped His Word read, 
and Religious Exerciſes performed therein, 
for their Edification, Conſider Her in the 
ncarer Ties of Blood and Athnity, As a Child. 
(1 have it. from good Hands) She was, Duti- 
full, and Obſcrvant of the Will of her Parents, 
and more Influenced by Their Word, or Eye, 
than, Some are, by Severity and Correction. 
As Sitter, Affectionate and Loving; As a 
Wife, Faithful, Tender and Engaging z Af; 
ſiſtant to her Husband, under all his Neceſſi- 
ties, Mindſul of his Intereſt, Anxiqus for his 
Safcty, Dclighted with his. Company, and a 
Sharer in all Sorraws. Oh! were This; Re- 
lation conſtantly attended with theſe Qualities, 
How Deſirable, How Bleſſed would the Eſtarg. 
of Marriage be? So He found; it Who had 
the Good Fortune to have Her for his, Partner 
therein, and there is a Letter ſtill in Being un: 
dex his own Hand in which he declares. it 
the Greateſt Comfort to Him Imaginable tq 
think, © that. Gad- had bleſſed; Him with 1q 
4 Good and. Virtuous a Wife; and: tho. He 
% were, to have Nothing elſe; (. % this 
« worlds Proſperity) yet from That algne, He 

«, ſhould think Himſelf Happy - But above all, 
4 a Mother, Surely She had ſcarce her Paral- 
Il. The Ma 9s of Children to 8 
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( 22 
on Account of the Pains and Sufferings, and 


Dangers She undergoes in Order to their Be- 
ing, and the Care uſually taken of them in 


their Infancy, but theſe are Nothing in 


Compariſon with the Love and Kindneſs, 
with the Tenderneſs and Affection which She 
always ſhewed to her Dear and Only Son. 
Her Love to whom was like That of Jona- 
than to David 2 Sam. i. 26. Wonderful, 
paſſmg the e of Moſt Women, in the ſame 
Relation. It pleaſed God that being very 
Sickly and fats He proved a moſt Expenſive 
Child, yet She never regretted, never thought 
much ofany Charge within the Compaſs of her 
Ability, for his Relief and Comfort, but 
denyed her ſelf in many Inſtances (which Few | 
of Her Age and Condition would have done) 
purely for His Sake, and Was willing, as 
She expreſſeth it to a Friend) ſtill to 
Do ſo, altho She ſhould be reduced thereby to 


the Loweſt Degrees of Poverty. Thanks be 


to Providence, She was never ſo far trycd, 
yet there wanted not a Declaration of her 
Ready Mind thereto. * His Health and Eaſe, 
his Welfare and Succeſs in all Things, was, 
next to That of her own Soul, the main 
Study and Endeavours of her Life to which 

"Ip 
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to her Power (I bear Record) yea, and 
beyond hcr Power * She failed not to 
Contribute. Nay I am Confident I may with 
Truth apply the Teſtimony of St Paul to the 
Galatians, that, (ſuppoſing it for His Benefit) 
if it had been poſſible. She would have 
Plucked out her own Eyes, and have given 
them to Him Chap. iv. 15. and there are 
Expreſſions of Hers, which yet remain, de- 
noting the Little Value She put upon her 
Life it Self, when named with His. Who 
then can diſpute, who can call in Queſtion 
His Loſs by Her Death; Or what Heart bur 
One of Adamant, can forbear Compaſſion 
to Him on this Account. There are Many 
Mothers who out of an Indiſcreet, Fondneſs 
to their Children will connive at their III- 
Actions, and rather than offend or grieve 
them, permit them to Chooſe and Go on in 
Unlawful and Forbidden Paths; at leaſt, 
take little Heed of their Correct and Pious 
Education. But ſuch was not Her Practiſe. 
Tho She trained him up with the moſt re- 
markable Gentleneſs and Indulgence, yet 
according to Solomons Direction Prov. xxii. 6. 
It was in the Way he ſhould go, and neyer 
Knowingly ſuffer'd him to Depart from it. 
As 
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As She was diligent for his Teniporal, Ss 
much more for his Spiritual Good. She 
Inſtructed him betimes, She Taught him his“ 
Duty, She refrained him from Sin, and even 
in his Childhood, His beſt Method of Secur- 
ing her Favour, was the Obfervance of Her 
Virtuous Rules and Admonitions. Her Love 
to Him did not {like That of ſome of their 
Favourites) make her Blind to his Fault, r 
partial as to his Behaviour: Nobody mote 
quickly diſcerned his Failings, or was ſo Can- 
did in the Telling him thereof, becauſe She 
deſired he ſhould be in all Things, the moſt 
Excellent and Commendable. His Sanctifi- 
cation here, and his Salvation hereafter, were 
the Subjects both of her Precepts, and her 
Prayers. A Specimen of which You will 
meet with at the Cloſe of this Diſcourſe be- 
ing Directions that She wrote in his Infancy 
to be peruſed by Him at a Riper Age. At 
the Penning whereof (as I take it) She Was 
under an Indiſpoſition of Body which She 
apprehended might prove fatal, and cut Gff all 
farther Opportunities of Her Perſonal Teach- 
jag and Inſtruction. She was deſirous there- 
fore to leave Somewhat of that kind 'that'might 
remain, notwithſtanding the Inconvenicnces 
we all know, attend a Time of Sickneſs for 
ſuch Imployments. Which carrying a Vein 
of ſuch genuine and undiſſembled Picty, as 
EE He 
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He deſires thoy may be ever deeply engraven 
on His Heart, So'tis conceived, may not be 


_ Unuſeful e 128 to a Common Reader, and 


were there Occaſion many more Inſtances of 
the like Nature, might be produced. Bleſſed 
then, and Happy was it for Him, that He en- 
joyed Her ſo long, but ſad and grievous that 
He was deprived of Her ſo ſoon! He hath 


thereby loſt all that Comfort and Pleaſure 


he poſleſsd in her Delightful and Entertain- 


ing Company; In her Prudent and Judicious. 
_ Counſel in difficult and emergent Cafes ; 


In her Sinccre and Undiſguiſed Friendſhip. 
By Her Death, He hath loſt, a Conſtant In- 
terceſſor for Him at the Throne of Grace: 
One whoſe Care and good Wiſhes always 


attended Him, and whoſe Fervent Petitions, 


whether Preſent, or Abſent, never ceaſed for 


His Safety and Protection. Above all, In the 
Loſs of Her, He hath loſt the moſt Uniform 
and Steady Example of Virtue daily and hour- 
1y .before Him, which (whilſt a Reproach to His 
Negligence and too {low Progreſs therein) was 
no ſmall Incitement to his -Endeavours: for 
altho of late Years by his Office (according to Her 
Earneſt Deſire in the former Part of her Life, 
That if She ſhould ever be Mother of a Child 


it might be a Son, and that Son a Miniſter) 


He became Her Teacher, yet by Her Actions, 


and Deportment, She was truly His. What 
E | words 
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words then can be more proper for Him 
than Thoſe of Fob. Ch. 19. ver. xxi. Havepity 
upon Me, Have Pity upon Me, O ye My 
Friends, for the Hand of God in Her Perſon, 
hath touched me. The Thing which He 
greatly feared, is Now come upon Him, * and 
He is left alone with Sorrow to bewail the 
Infelicities of his Life. But the next Thing 
to be obſerved of Her is; 
383 Her Duty towards Her ſelf. As our 
Duty to our ſelves conſiſts chiefly in a Recti- 
fied and well-order'd Love of our Selves, So 
it can hardly be Suppoſed, that One ſo Mind- 
ful of her Duty to God as She was, ſhould 
be Regardleſs of That to Her own Perſon, 
. ſeeing the Favour of God which we obtain by 
Obedience to Him, is the greateſt Benefitwe can 
poſſibly bring to our Selves. Vet if She had any 
Defect, (as no Mortal is without) if She were in 
any Thing wanting or Careleſs of her proper 
Duty, it was Here. She had ſo mean and 
lowly an Opinion of her ſelf, that provided 
She could but well diſcharge her Part to 
God, and to her Neighbour, She was apt to- 
be rather too indifferent of what was juſtly 
Owing and Due to her Self : She could not 
take up with that Soft and Eaſy Notion of 
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Religion which the Generality of Mankind 
are prone to Imbibe. She knew that Serait 
is the Gate, and Narrow the Way, that lead. 
eth to Life, * and remembred ever thoſe Words 
of our Bleſſed Saviour. Matt. xvi. 24. If 
Any Man will be my Diſciple, let Him deny 
Himſelf.Nay, I may add, the more of Self-Deni- 
al attended her Good Actions, As they were 
doubtleſs the more Acceptable to God, So 
the more pleaſed and delighted was She in 
them: Whilſt therefore She was Kind and 
Liberal to Others, She was Abſtemious and 
Sparing to her Self. She could go in plain 
Cloaths, when She provided the Naked and 
the Poor with Garments, and avoid ſeveral 

Charges in Living, at the ſame Time, that 
She beſtowed more for Relief of the Sick 
and Needy. She had no proud or aſpiring 
Thoughts. She aimed not at Temporal 
Greatneſs or Splendor. It was a Comfort, a 
Satisfaction to her, to think that She abridged 
her ſelf in Any thing, for the Sake of 
Chriſt, or His Members, who had for Her 
Jake (as She hoped) diveſted Himſelf of 
Heaven, and ſubmitted to the Meancſt In- 
digent Life, and moſt Ignominious, (as well 
as Painful) Death in this World. Yet, as 
was ſaid at the Beginning, In the Latter * 
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of her Time She was, in reſpect of her In- 
creaſing Weakneſs, perſwaded to ſomewhat 
more of Indulgence to her ſelf, than former- 
ly: Tho' She loved God above All, She knew 


it was her Duty to Love her Self, and tho' 


it was her Conſtant Petition “ that She might 
* be ever Ready and Willing for her Departure, 
yet did She not obſtinately refuſe any thing 
She thought Conducive either in Food, or 
Phiſick, for her Eaſe, Health and Life, but 
uſed it, as with the Stricteſt Temperance and 
Moderation, ſo with Uncommon Thankful- 
neſs, to the Divine Donour. 

And thus have I ſet before You the Beha- 
viour of this Eminent and Holy Chriſtian, 
with Regard to thoſe great Objects of Hu- 
man Duty, Sod, our Neighbour, and our 
Selves. I1have ſhewed you ſome Particulars 
of Her Conduct, and help'd You to See with 
what Caution and Exactneſs, She demeaned 
her ſclf. But notwithſtanding all fuch her 
Care, I remember Still of what Stock and 
Original She was. To wit, That of Fallen 
Adam, of Depraved and Lapſed Man, and 
Conſequently, that Her Nature was Corrupt 
and Frail, and that in This State of Imper- 


fection and Temptation, She could not be 


entirely Free from Sin, or Inveſted with Ab- 
ſolute Holineſs. Let us therefore in the 
3 next 
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next Place, caſt an Eye on the Nature and 
Manner of. 

4. Her Repentance. — Which was wo 
So Deep, Earneſt, Univerſal and Fruitful, 
that to obtain the like, would make One * 
wiſh to have been an Offender. She was 
ſenſible, to Her Sorrow, that She could not 
be ranked amongſt the Innocent, She deſired 
therefore to be found with the moſt exem- 
plarily Penitent. Not the greateſt Sinner, 
not the moſt open Tranſgrcſlor, or Invete- 
rate Rebel againſt Heaven, could, upon Con- 
vition, wiſh for a more pungent Repen- 
tance, than She exerciſed for the Common 
Errors, and Frailties of her Life; Such as 
were more properly to be ſtiled Infirmities, 
than Sins; and Defects in Duty, rather than 
Violations thereof, in a great Meaſure Una- 
voidable, cyen with the moſt Vigilant and 
Obſerving. It pleaſed God by His Grace 
very carly to ſecure Her to Himſelf, and be- 
times to Impreſs ſuch a Senſe of Religion, and 
a Future State upon her Soul, that in the 
Seaſon which Moſt devote to Froth and Va- 
nity, and Some to more Criminal Wickednels, 
She was Serious, and Mindful of her Princi- 
pal COS and with Obadiah 1 Kings, 
xviii. 12. feared the Lord from her Tout h. Vet 
even Fr Sins of Daily Incurſion, of Weak- 
nels, of Incogitancy, or Surpriſe, She bewailed 

| | | as 
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as if they had been the groſſeſt Iniquities. I 


believe there are Few to whom the Words 
of the Elder Son in the Parable Luk. xv. 29. 


who ſerved conſtantly his Father, and franſ- 


greſſed not at any Time his Commanament (i. e. 
in any great, or notorious Inſtance) could be 
more truly applicd than to Her, yet from her 
Humility and Confeſſions, you would have 
taken Her for the Prodigal. That Fayoura- 
ble Declaration or Promiſe of Almighty God. 
I/. Ixvi. 2. She had certainly a Claim to 

o this Man will ] look, even to Him that is 
Poor, and of a Contrite Spirit, and trem- 
bleth at my Word. For Such was the Temper, 


Such the Diſpoſition of Her Soul. She had 


nol been guilty of the Faults of either Davia 
or St. Peter, but She followed them in her 
Repentance, and being Sometimes Admoniſh- 
ed, or Intreated not too much to macerate 
or torment her ſelf, by Continual Meeping 
and Lamentation, (tho on ſo good an Account) 
She would anſwer, © that her Penitential 
« Tears, were of all othcrs, the Richeſt and 
« moſt Reviving Cordial to Her, and that She 
« could be glad if it were poſlible, to ſee 
« Her ſelf diſſolve therein for her Miſdoings, 
c and Want of thoſe Meaſures of Devotion, 
« Love, and Zeal, which She knew were 
« Due to her good and gracious God. 


Nor did Her Repentance conſiſt only in 
Moura - 
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Mourning and Lamentation, but in Refor- 
mation too. As She was troubled for all 
the Spots and Blemiſhes of her Life, So She 
daily endeavoured to Amend it, and Sor- 
rowing after à Godly Sort, That Sorrow pro- 
duced in Her, thoſe wholeſome Effects men- 
tioned by St, Paul 2 Cor. vii. 11. Namely 
Carefulneſs againſt Sin, Vehement Deſire and 
Zeal of Holineſs, Indignation and an Holy 
Self Revenge. She did not bow down her 
Head like a Bulruſh, * on a Solemn Day, and 
think no more thercof; or faſt for her Sins, 
and then go again, and do the Same; f but 
what She found Amiſs, She took Care to 
Rectifie, and her Former Falls, made her 
more Circumſpet and Watchful for the Fu- 
ture; Inſomuch that tho Naturally of a plea- 
ſant and facetious Temper in Converſation, 
She Sometimes choſe to ſay bur Little, for 
Fear (as She hath confeſſed) © that any Thing 
* ſhould accidentally, or unwarily drop from 
„ her, which might offend either God or Man. 
Such an Apprehenſion, ſuch a Dread had She 
of Falling, even Unwillingly into Sin! 

I have already taken Notice How much 
She read conſidering her Sex, eſpecially in 
Divinity, but of all Points, Books and Trea- 

| tiſes, 
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tiſes, or Diſcourſes of Repentance, She was 
fondeſt of: as That which She look d upon 
her ſelf to need moſt, and Whereby, through 
Faith in the Merits of Chriſt, and Divine Mercy, 
She hoped for Her Pardon and Salvation, and 
To be duly qualificd therewith, was a main 


Part of her Study and Endeavour. Which 
having thus reflected on, Proceed we to 


Conſider. 
5. Her Deportment in her Laſt Sickneſs 


and at the Approach of Death. The Time of 
Death is the Unhappy, and Melancholly Sca- 


ſon whereto Multitudes refer the grand Work 


and Buſineſs of their Days. But tho' She 


had not done ſo, She behaved her ſelf in a 
Manner as Strict and Pious, as Humble, De- 


vout and Charitable, as Penitent and Re- 
ſigned to Gods Will, as if her whole Safety 
and Intereſt for Eternity, had ſolely depended 


. thereon : and I believe, eſcaped as Unhurt by 


the Temptations Incident to Her Condition, 
as Moſt that have ever paſſed it. So far was 
She from Repining, or Charging God fooliſp. 
{y * on Account of her Sufferings, in a Sick- 
neſs of above Four Months Continuance, that 
She acknowledged frequently His Goodneſs 
in what She called“ a Merciful, an Eaſy, and 

« a Gentle 


— 


* job. i. 22. 


a Gentle Viſitation, and "raiſed Him for it. Het 
Friends and Spectators could not but pity, and 
be Concerned for Her, but She told them 
« There was Cauſe rather for Thankfulneſs 
than Complaint. ” She took a Special Plea- 
ſure in Recounting the Favours, the Deliver 
ances, and particular Metcies God had beſtow: 
ed upon Her throughout her Life, and if at 
any Time Her Pains extorted the leaſt fro- 
ward Word, or Expreſſion to her Servants; 
or Attendants, She would preſently retract 
it, tell them She was not Angry, and deſire 
they would not take it amiſs. Death we 


' know is naturally Irkſome to all Animate 


and Senſitive Beings, Yet upon its Approach, 
She declared © Nobody could be more Eaſy, 

« more Contented therein, or willing to 
c undergoc it, nor had She any thing which 
« She was loth to leave in this World, but 
« her Son, her Only, and Beloved Son: and 
« My Dear (ſaid She to Him, Heaven will be 
« Double Heaven, to meet You there. Not 
that She ever ceaſed in her Affection to her Siſter, 
whom She mentioned almoſt with her Laſt 
- Breath, charged that the Kindneſs. her Son had 
always ſhewed to his Mother, He would tranſ- 
fer to Her, Exhorting that She would keep 
Her Principles, and from Her Experience 
(who was.now a Dying) of the Excellency and 
Happineſs of n. be Induced to Per- 
F 1 . 
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"ſevere therein. The like pious Counſel and 
Admonitions She gave to All about Her, as 
She had conſtantly "done td het Friends, and 
Others in her Life-Time. Notwithſtanding 
the Incteale of her Diſtemper and Sufferings, 
her Patience ſtill remained and as the Out- 
ward Man detayed, She was Strengthens a 


ſo much the more Contimually with God's Grace, 


and Holy Spirit in the Inner Man. Wel- 
come Sickneſs ſaid She, Welcome Pain, 
Welcome Death. I value, (or I feat) None 
« of them, if the Means of Pargation to my 
* Soul: I ſhould rejoice to be offer'd up in 
* Sacrifice for my Sins. Being reminded 
that there had been an all Sufficient-Sacrifice 


Already offered for all Sin in the Perſon of 


our Saviour, She Replyed, ** Trae, But it 
* would be a Comfort, a Satisfaction, to 
« Me, ſecing I have DONE ſo little, to 
" SUFFER ro His Glory. 

To Say that ſuch a Perſon wat free from 


the Stapidity, and Unconcernedneſs, Obſer- 


vable in Careleſs and Habitual Sinners, even 
on their Death-Bed, would be Impertinent; 
Her Danger lay on the other Side, and by 
how much the more Important was her Suc- 
ceſs, by ſo much the Greater were her Fears 


of Miſcarryings Yet after all the Doubts, and 
Scruples, and Uncertaintics She ſo long eon- 
flicted with, It es God at the Laſt, e 

make 


(35) 
make Her Eaſy. She had for Years deſired, 
and wiſhed, and prayed that ſome Time be- 
fore her Death, He would vouchſafe her ſome 
Glimpſe of His Favour, and Aſſurance of Her 
Eternal Salvation, and NOW, He granted 
Her Requeſt, ©« God will have Mercy ſaid 
„She to Him who adminiſtred to Her in 
« Spirituals, He will Pardon, He will Accept 
«© of My Weak and Feeble, (but Sincere) 
* Endeavours to ſerve Him, and overlook 
% my Numerous Faults, and Shameful Un- 
« worthineſs; And all through His Mercy 
e alone, not for my Deſert, —In a Letter 
„ to a near Relation; She hath theſe Re- 
markable Wards — © May You, and I, in 
« Sickneſs and Health, make That the Carc 
&« of our Lives, which muſt be the Comfort 
cc of our Deaths. She did ſo in her own 
Perſon, and received the Bleſſed Fruit therc- 

of. | 
| Beſides proper Diſcourſe, Reading, and 
Conſtant Prayers in her Chamber, which 
She devoutly attended to, and joined in, fo 
long as Able, being greatly thankful to the 
Divine Goodnels for Aﬀording Her, ſuch 
Aſſiſtance; She had the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, Twice in her Sickneſs, and 
the Laſt Time on Chriſtmas Day, the Day of 
her Birth. She was then very Low, and ſo 
"tinged, but Senſible, almoſt at the Minute 
5 F 2 of 
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of Departure. She was permitted to Begin 


the New-Year in this World, the Day (as She 
then remembred, and obſerved) Whercon 


She was made a Chriſtian, but called to Spend, 
and finiſh it in Heaven. And Oh! were Peo- 
ple but prepared for it as She was, How 


Harmleſs, How Eaſy would Death appear ? 
How willingly could I part with the World, 
and All things here, if I knew my elf, but 
Qualificd like Her, thereto ? In the Evening 
preceding her Departure, She was Apprehen- 
ſive She ſhould Dyc that Night, and with all 
the Calmneſs and Compoſedneſs of Spirit, 
took her Leave of Thoie preſent with Her, 

and gave them her Benediction. “ She felt 
„ Death She ſaid, Coming to Her, and it 
proved according to her Expectation. For 
in a Few Hours, Her Soul took its Flight, and 
She was Relcaſcd from the Pain and Sorrow, 
and Calamity, She had ſo long Laboured 
under. She had ſome Time before her Death, 
order d How her Body ſhould be treated, and 


where] depoſited; She was Averſe to any 
Sort of Funeral Pomp, or Splendour, and for- 


bad Two, or Three Particulars by Name. 
*« I would be more Lowly ſaid She, than the 
“% Earth, I will have no State, or Fincry at- 
cc tending my Corps; At the Beſt, a poor 


e Breathleſs Carkaſs, a Lump of Corruption, 
8 1 but which is Worſe, a Sinner. — 


There 
were 
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wWiere ſome other Matters wherein She de- 
clared her Mind, which the Perſon to whom 
She entruſted the Execution thereof, hath al- 
rcady taken Care about, and if God Spare 
Him Life, will not fail to go through with, 
there being no Comfort or "Pleaſure to Him 
in this World, anſwerable to the Thoughts 
of Fulfilling Her Deſires, and that his Acti- 
ons are ſuch, as if She could know of them, 
would be Approved by, and Grateful to Her. 
Having than diſcharged the Firſt General 
propoſed at the Beginning of this Diſcourſe, 
and in ſome Meaſure repreſented to you 
the Actions and Conduct of this Admirable 
Servant of the Lord, came now as was alſo 
propoſed. 

Secondly. To Draw from thence a Few 

oO Inferences, And Here 
Seeing not the Stricteſt Piety, nor moſt 
N Virtue will defend, or reſcue Any 
One from Death, we may thence collect the 
Miſery of Mankind through the fall of our 
Firſt Parents, which Introduced it. By One 
Man ſais the Apoſtle. Sin entred into the 
. World, and Death by Sin. Rom: v. 12. Di- 
verſe other Evils are the Fruits of that Fatal 
Apoſtacy, but none more Afflictive, not Any 
fo Unwelcome and Bitter to us, nor Indeed 
with greater Reaſon. For To Dye! Alaſs 
What is it as to this World, but the End and 
Exter- 
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Extermination of our Being, and of all things 


Dear and Valuable to us? To Dye! is to give 
up our Breath, and as to our preſent Exiſtence, 


to be Aunihilated. However Comely, or 


Beautiful as to our Perſons; However Accom- 


pliſh'd as to our Endowments, Wife, Learned, 


or Knowing ; However Wealthy or Plentiful 
in our Fortune; However Eſteem'd, or Hon- 
ourable as to our Reputations ; Potent, or 
Prevailing in Point of Authority; By Death 
we exchange it all for Rottcnneſs and Putre- 
faction, for Weakne(s, Ignorance ; and Inſen- 
ſibility. The Living knows that they ſhall 
dye ſais Solomon, but the Dead rial not 
any Thing Eccle. ix. 5. As they are free d 


from their Encmies, fo they are parted from 


their Neareſt Friends; they know not the Grief 


and Sorrow in which Thoſe are left, nor 


the Kindneſs ſuch ſtill retain for them: Their 
Companions are Worms, * and their Habi- 
tation, the Damp and Silent Grave, Where 


however Active, Vigilant or Succeſsful in 
any Affairs, they have formerly been, they 
_ muſt Motionleſs continue, and the Groſſer 


Part of them diſſolve into Duſt and Corrup- 
tion, not to be raiſed till the Laſt Day. 
There is no Work, ſais the Wiſe Man, mor 
| Device, 


* Ecclus. X. 11. 
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Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in the 
Grave Eccle. ix. 10. Nor are Men There ſepara- 
ted only from the Comforts, Conveniencies 

and Delights of Life, but even the one Part 
of themſelves, from the other; the Soul from 
the Body. Which ſeparation is not com- 
monly effected without the Utmoſt Struggles 
and Convulſions of Nature, Agonies, Pains 
and Sickneſs. Well therefore may it be 
called in the Book of Fob, the King of Ter- 
rors, * and by St. Paul an Ememy | As it 
was Originally appointed for a Curſe, it is 
truly ſo to Nature, and * Fear of 
it the ſame Apoſtle tells us. dome are all 
their Life Time, Subject to Bondage. 

2 WOcath being thus Terrible, As tis hard 
to Conquer the Reluctancy we find thereto 
in our ſclves; So all Grief for the Death of 
Others, our Pious, and Good Friends, ought 
not to be Condemned. However 
lightly ſome People may talk, or think 
hereof, cither through want of Natura 
Affection x ora Scifiſh, Mercenary Diſpoſition, 
1 am very ſurc that to all Worthy, Grateful 
or Ingenuous ſpirits, the loſs of near and 
kind Relations, is one of the Deepeſt and 
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moſt pungent Afflictions of this Life. Tho 
therefore as Creatures it behoves us Meekly 
to Submit to All the Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence, and with Reſignation to Bear what 
God is pleaſed to Lay upon us: yet ought 
we always to demean our ſelves, Suitably to 
the Methods He chooſeth with us. As in the 
Day of Proſperity we may be Joyful, ſo 
in the Day of Adverſity we ſhould Conſider, 
and Humble our Sefves under the Mighty 
Hand of God. To take no Notice, or not the 
proper Notice, of Gods Dealings, is the way 
to Incenſe Him, and tis mentioned as an 
Aggravation to Iſrael's Faults Fer. v. 3. that 
He had Stricken Them, but they had not 
Grit ved. As to the particular Inſtance before 
us. A Time, or Days, of Mourning for 
the Dead, have been thought proper amongſt 
all Civilized Nations, nor do I find any of 
the Evangelical Precepts to reſtrain the Vio- 
lence, or Exorbitancy of our Paſlions, that 
forbid it. St. Paul indeed, cautions the Theſ- 
ſalontans * concerning Dead Chriſtians, that 
they Sorrow not as others, who have no Hope 
in a Reſurrection, But thoſe; very Words 
ſuppoſe there is a Sorrow, not Blameable. 
JESUS whoſe Life was deſigned for an Exam- 
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pie to his Followers, Wept for the Death 
of Lagarus, * being remarkably troubled for 
it, and Devout Men, we are told, carried 
Stephen to his Burial and made great Lanien- 
tation over Him. f In Scripture are record- 
ed the Mournings for ſeveral and diſtinct Re- 
lations, as for a Father, for an Only Son, ** 
for an Husband, + for a Wife, and P/. 
xxxv. 13. ſais David, I went Heavily as One 
that mourneth for his Mother. To Repre- 
ſent the Greatneſs of his Sorrow on another 
Occaſion, He makes uſe of that Compari- 
fon. Which intimates to us, That the 
Mourning tor a Mother was very Solemn: 
And if for a Mother only in general; How 
much more ought it to be ſo, for ſuch a 
Mother as we have been Speaking of. 

The Common Arguments applied in this 
Cafe, I look upon as Weak and Inſufficient 
for Support. Such as that Death is Inevi- 
table; That as we did not all come into; 
Soſhall we not go out of, the World at once; 
that in the Room of our Deceaſed, we muſt 
Subſtitute other Friends. &c. The Grand 
Argument of Force is, the Will of God; 
| our Matter, Supream, uſt, Wiſe and 2 

That 
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That He in whoſe Hand our Own, * and our 
Friend's Time is, hath thought fit ſo to Ap- 
point it, and That as 'twas the Lord who Gave, 
So tis He that hath taken away ;Þ This, above- 
all other Conſiderations, ought to Silence the 
Murmurings, and Appeaſe the Tumultuouſneſs 
of our Thoughts: yet with the moſt Chriſtian 
Submiſſion, Sincere and Decent Expreſſions 
of our Love, are not Inconſiſtent. 
3. Since by Death we ſhall Unavoidably 
be deprived of our Neareſt and moſt Beloved 
Friends, this ſhould Engage us to all the 
Inſtances of Affection and Kindneſs to them 
whilſt they live. — Tho as was ſaid, to Mourn 
for a Relation, and Zo let Tears fall down 
over the Dead, be very decent and proper; 
yet we well know it can do them no Man- 
ner of Service or Benefit. Here our Head, 
Haters, according to the Wiſh of the Pro- 
phet Jeremy Chap. ix. 1. and our Eyes a 
Fountain of Tears; ſhould we weep Day 
and Night as He ſpeaks ; or in the Pſamiſts 
Expreſſion Pſal. vi, 6. make our Bed to 
Swim z We could not Reſtore the Dead to 
us again, or Convey the leaſt Comfort or 
Aſſiſtance to them: but To be Loving and 
Helpful to our Friends whilſt they are with 
us; 
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us; To ſhew them Kindneſs when they 
Want it, and to Demonſtrate our Friendſhip 
wuhilſt they are Capable of Receiving it; This 
would be of uſe, and a Real Advantage to 
them. One thing I muſt particularly caution 
all Sinccre and True Lovers againſt, and 
That is, Froward and Unkind Words and Ex- 
preſſions one towards the other. It ſometimes 
happens that where there is a very hearty, 
and unqueſtionable Good-will, this Folly 
this Fault I may juſtly call it) is not forborn ; 
Peeviſhneſs, Paſſion, and External Accidents 
unwarily prove the Occaſion thereof. But 
Can Any thing be more Unbecoming, Any 
thing more Unſuitable, than for Loving and 
Near Relations, ( An'Husband and Wife for 
Inſtance, Parents and Children, Brothers and 
Siſters, or any elſe between whom is Undiſſem- 
bled and Cordial Affection). thus to Vex or. 
Afffict, thus to Exaſpcrate and Grieve one 
another. Believe me, the Remembrance of 
ſuch Carriage will prove Bitter to the Sur- 
vivor. If "therefore we have been guilty of 
this Imprudence to, our. former Friends, we 
ſhould repent of it, and beg Gods Pardon, 
and make it our Care to Avoid every thing 
of the like Tendency, to Thoſe that remain. 
How great an Affliction is the Loſs of Loving 


and Good Friends, you have already heard 
AF 3 but 
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„ 
but Oh! How much ſharper muſt it needs 
be with ſuch Stinging Aggravations ? 

Let therefore as the Apoſtle adviſeth, * all 
Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and Clam- 
pur, and Evil- Speaking, be put away from 
#s; and let us be kind to One Another, 
Tender-Hearted, and Aſliſtant in all that we 
are Able. Let not Trifling Reſentments, or 
Involuntary Miſtakes or Fooliſh Paſſions eclipſe 
the Endearments of Good Fricnds, who know 
not how Short a Space they have to be to- 
gether. Let us follow after the Things which 
nabe for Peace, F and in the Words of that 
Meck and Peacable Soul, who is the Sub- 
ject of our Diſcourſe, Let us Love whilſt 
« we Live, and ſubmiſſively part when we 
c dye. And let not any Frowardneſs of Be— 
haviour increaſe the Sorrow of that Final 
Separation. 

4. From the Conſideration of the Virtucs 
of our Departed Friends, we ſhould be In- 
duced to Thank God for his Graces beſto wed 
upon them. Oh the Difference of the Un- 
righteous and the Holy at their Death! To the 
Former, the Leaving of the World, is the Loſs 
ofall their Comforts and Enjoyments ; To the 
Latter, the End of all their Miſery and Sorrow. 

Death 


—— 
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Death to the Wicked, introduceth their 
Eternal Puniſhments; To the Good, it is 
an Entrance into the F for of of their Lord. * 
The One, in the Approaches of their Diſſo- 
lution, are either Stupifyed, or Deſperate 
Inſenſible of their Danger, or Amazed with 
Horrour : The other, Calm and Serene; In 
Peace of Mind, and full of Hope. So Mo- 
mentous are the Conſequences of Death, 
that the moſt Upright are ſometimes not 
without their Fears, but as thoſe Fears arc 
attended with Contrition, Their State is 
quite unlike that of Harden'd and Obdurate 
Sinners, and whatever Diſturbance the Temp- 
ter may be permitted to give them thereby, 
their Everlaſting Reward is ſure, and No- 
thing ſhall deprive them thereof, or leſſen 

it to them. As therefore we would gladly 
thus die the Death of the Righteous F our 
Selves, So when we have ſeen it in any of 
our Pious Fricnds, we ſhould praiſe God for. 
the Mercy, and acknowledge his Goodneſs to 
them therein. Mo made "thee to differ ? ſais 
the Apoſtle, | and By the Grace Gol 1 
am what, Tam. ** Let His Name then have the 
Glory, and let us bleſs Him for all thoſe 
om- 
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* Matt. xxv. 21. + Numb. xxiii. 10. 
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Commendable Qualitics wherewith his Ser- 
vants have been endued, and whatever Wor- 
thy Actions they have been enabled to per- 
form. This certainly is very fit. Tis the 
Conſtant Practiſe of our Church in her Ex- 
cellent Liturgy, * to Bleſs God's Holy Name for if 
all his Servants departed this Life in his Faith, 
and Fear. She by Canon | obligeth her 
Miniſters to the ſame in their Pulpit Prayers, 
and upon due Conſideration, we ſhall find it 
full as Reaſonable for our Private Friends, or 
Relations. | 
5. The Aſſurance of the Good and Wor- 
thy Actions of our Deccaſed Friends, ſhould 
cauſe us to Celebrate their Memory with 
Honour. — Tho as the Apoſtle ſais Every 
good Gift, and Every perſect Gift, is from 
Above, yet there is a Vaſt Difference in the 
Reception and Improvement of them. All 
generally ſpeaking, where the Goſpel is 
preached, enjoy the Means of Grace, but 
All do not uſc them alike, or in the ſame 
Meaſure, profit by them; the Sced in the 
Parable Matt. xiii. was the ſame, but accord- 
ing to the Varicty of Soil, had different Suc- 
ceſs. When therefore we have known any 
| duly 
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Prayer for Chriſt's Charch Militant. + Canon 55. Ja. i 1. 7. 
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duly to Comply with the Grace of God, and 
like the Good Ground mentioned, ver. 8. 
to bring forth much and excellent Fruit, 
we ought as to Think highly of them in our 
own Minds, So to yield Praiſe and Honour 
to their Memory, This is not only a Piece 
of Juſtice, but One of thoſe Rewards ex- 
preſly promiſed by God, to the Virtuous and 
Obedient *. ＋ And fo far is the Scrip- 
ture from Forbidding it, that it ſeems rather to 
Enjoynit as a Duty. Prov. xxxi. 30. Favour 
zs deceitful, and Beauty is Vain: But a Mo- 
man that feareth the Lord, he HALL be 
Praiſed. Accordingly We may obſerve that 
upon Marys Pouring the Oyntment on our 
Saviour's Head, a little before his Paſſion, 
Matt. xxvi. He declares ver. 13. Yerily IT ſa 
unto Jou, whereſovever this Goſpel ſhall be 
preached in the whole World, There ſhall alſo 
This, that this Woman hath done, be told for 
a Memorial of Her. And upon the Death of 
Dorcas. Act. ix. There is a Publication. v. 26 
This Woman was full of Good Works, and 
Alms Deeds which She did. And not only 
ſo, but the Widows which ſtood by Weeping, 
ſhewed the Coats and Garments which She 
made whilſt She was with them, in Remem- 
: n brance 
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daher and Celebration of her Charity ver- 
There is a Sort of Commendable 
Emolation in moſt Perſons, and the Sight or 
Aſſurance of another's Good Actions, proves 
often an Incentive to the Beholder, or Party 
Inform'd, and Convinced thereof. And this 
leads me to Infer in the Laſt Place. That 
6 The Knowledge and Remembrance of 
the Virtues, and Good Actions of our De- 
ceaſed Friends, ſhould move us to an Imi- 
tation of them. Thoſe things which ye have 
both learned, and received, and heard, and 
ſeen in me, Do; ſais St, Paul. Phil. iv. 9. 
This is indeed the beſt, the fitteſt, and prin- 
cipal Way of Shewing our Eſteem and Value 
for them : Virtue is ſo Excellent inits own Na- 
ture that Few are ſo harden'd, as. upon 
Occalion, not to Speak well of it; Vet if 
they decline, or oppoſe it in thelk Adtions, 
To what Purpoſe are ſuch their Verbal Com- 
mendations? We may talk of the Goodneſs 
of our Friends, we may .proclaim their Piety, 
their Charity, their Humility c. and tis 
fit we ſhould do ſo, but unleſs we tranſcribe, 
the ſame in our Practice and Do Hikewiſe, * 
We do not effectally Manifeſt our Regard and 
Honour to them. 11 Example of others in 
* 


—— 
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Keeping the Commandments of God, is an 
Undeniable Proof of the Poſſibility of Obe- 
dience: Let us therefore be accordingly from 
thence Incited thereto. If we think our Re- 
| lations did well, by Such, and Such Virtuous 
Actions, let us Imitate them therein. Ler 
us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the 
ſame Thing * If we look upon the Innocence 
or the Sanctity of their Lives, and Strictneſs 
of their Converſation, as the moſt Worthy 
and Glorious Part of their Character, Let us tread 
in their Steps, f and become Followers of them |, 
as They were of Chriſt. Oh, could the De- 
ceaſed Chriſtian but have conceived that Any of 
Her pious Endeavours in the Ways of Religion; 
Any of Her Humble Good, and Charitable 
Actions, Or Her Devout and Serious Beha- 
viour in General had Inclined or brought 
Others, into the ſame Safe and Happy Path, 
What a ſingular Joy, what an Additional 
Comfort, would it have given to Her? Let 
all Such therefore as knew and loved Her in 
her Life-Time, or as Now reſpect Her in her 
Memory, take this Method of Shewing their 
Eſteem and Honour to Her. Let them re- 
member the Admonitions, put in Practice 
the Directions, and copy the Example which 
She hath given them.“ My Dear, ſaid She 
H a: (to 
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te (to a near Relation ina particular Caſe) You 
« an I, are Now learning the Hardeſt Leſ- 
« {on in - Chriſtianity; Let us Supplicate, 
« and beg for Strength, and Grace to Con- 
tinue to the End. So, tho we are not ar- 
rived to that Growth in Grace, * to that 
Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of 
Chri/t, F which She had attained ; yet let us 
Reach forth, let us Preſs toward the Mark | 
and daily Increaſe in our Endeavours, more 
and more. Let that be our Care, which was 
Hers, and as She did, ſo let us conſtantly 
pray for the Divine Aſſiſtance, to Enable us 
againſt all Temptations, To Inſtruct us in all 
our Difficuities, To Encourage us in every 
Danger, and to Support us under all the 
Sufferings and Trials, the Changes and 
Chances Fa this Mortal, This Short and Un- 
certain Life, in ſuch a manner that we may 
Rightly behave our ſelves, and at the. Laſt 
be found in the Number of his Elect, and 
with all thoſe that are departed in the true 
Faith of his Holy Name, may have we ery 
et? Conſummation, and Bliſs, both in Body 
and Soul, in his Eternal, and Everlaſting 
Glory, Through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. To 
Whom with the Father and Holy Spirit, three 
Perſons, but One moſt Glorious and Inſepa- 
rate Deity; All Honour, Obedience, and 
Adoration forEver, and Ever. Amen. 

| The 


* 2 Pet. iii, 18. + Eph. iv. 13, . Phil. ili. 14 


2 


2 5 e MS (OLA 


The Flowing, are the DIR ECTLUIONS 
of the Deceaſed, to Her Son referr d Ja in 
ihe Preceedivg N le, h 


Dec. the 11th. 1692. 


2 8 < Y Laſt Legacy to my moſt Dear 
4 Ss and Loving Child, which I de- 
| ſire You to Obſerve, as You de- 
2 fire your Mothers Bleſling. 

If the Laſt Words of a Dying 
Friend may prevail with You, 
and as You hope to Meet Me One Day with 
Comfort at the Judgment Seat of the Al- 
mighty God, I charge You on my Bleſſing, 
Remember and Keep theſe my laſt Admoni- 
tions to the Utmoſt of your Power, and the 
| Bleſſing of God which is never wanting to 
a Sincere Endeavour, will Enable-You in the 


Performance. 


1. Firſt, My Dear Child, 1 charge thee, 


Remember thy Creator in the Davs of thy 
1 Touth, 
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2 
Dh x. Never think your Self too Young 
to Prepare for Death, and Judgment. 


2. In the Next Place, Beware of Bad Com- 
pany, whoſe Infectious Converſation is far 
more Dangerous to your Soul, than the 
Plague is to your Body. Let your Society be 


thoſe that dare notmake a Jeſt of Sin . Thoſe 


Companions that endeavour to Draw you to 
any Lewdneſs, Shun; as you would their 
Puniſhment if you ſaw it falling upon you. 


3. Think no Sins Small; but Avoid 421 
Appearance of Evil |, Above all, Watch 

againſt the Sins of your Nature, and be Care- 
ful that Ill Example do not Encourage you 


to a Connivance and Love of the Crying 
Sins of the Times. | | 


4. Let Pride, Swearing, Lying, Drinking, 
and Whoring, be as Dreadful to your thoughts, 
as the Day of Judgment to the Reprobatc. 


For Know, my Child, tho theſe Sins be light- 
ly talked of, and commonly palliated with 


the Smooth Titles of Youthful Vanities, and 
Yenial Sins; The Wages of them is Death, ** 
And the Heavy Concomitants of them in 

this 
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this World are Shame and Sorrow, Sickneſs 
and Poverty. To which, I may add the Greateſt 
of all Evils, The Continual Terrour of a 
Guilty Conſcience. 


5. Above all things, Be ſure to keep the 
Lord's-Day Holy, in Publick and Private De- 
yotions : Carefully avoiding that Bad Practiſe 
of making that Day, your Play-Day. If you 
converſe with thoſe that pretend they haye 
no other Time, Adviſe them to Improve it 
to the Beſt Advantage. The Breach of the 
Sabbath Shews an High Contempt of the 
Great Work of our Redemption, and brings 
more Young People to Ruin, than any One 
thing beſides. Begin the Week with Prayer 
and Picty, and the End will be P&ice and 
Profit. Seek Firſt the Kingdom of God, and 
His Righteouſneſs, and All "um Things 
ſhall be added unto Fou%, - 


ee Be Faithful and Juſt to All that Imploy 
you. Know always that Honeſty is the Beſt 
Policy. Follow that Golden Rule of Doing 
to others, as you would be Done unto **. 
A Rule fo truly Chriſtian, that Whoſoeyer 
ſincerely keeps, can never do amils, 

Laſtly, 


Pr 
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' Laſtly, Be Reverend and Devout to Al- 
mighty God. Be Loyal and Obedient to your 
King. Be Loving and Kind to all your Re- 
lations. Be Courteous and Civil to all your 
Acquaintance. Be Compaſſionate and Chari- 
table to All in Diſtreſs. Be Carcful and Di- 
ligent in all your Buſineſs, Be Juſt and Ho- 
neſt in all your Dealings. Be wiſely Wary 
of all your Companions. 'Be moderately Frugal 
in all your Expences, and Be Diſcrect and 
Grave in the Choice of your Wife. Always 
Remembring that no Love can be of an Hap- 
py Continuance, that is not founded upon 
Virtue, nor any Woman continue a Good 
Wife, that is not firſt a Good Chriſtian. She 
that performs her Duty to God, will Love 
and Reverence her Husband. * 


And Now My Child, Having given You 
theſe Few Directions, I Intreat "hee to Fol- 
low them: tho they are Ill-Expreſs'd, they are 
Well-Intended, therefore Slight them not 
(as the Cuſtom is) becauſe they 2 are the Coun- 
ſels of an Old Woman ꝗ but Eſteem them as the 
Advice of a Kind and Indulgent- Mother, who 
tenders the Good of your Soul, as Her own. 
And that God Almighty will preſerve You, 

Sanctify, 


* Eph. v. 33. 4 She was then not Tears Age tho? *r is 
pleaſed to tile berſelf ſo, 4) 14 
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Sanctify, and Save You, make you a Pious 
Chriſtian in this World, and a Glorious Saint 
in that to come, (And if it be His good Plea- 
ſure, add to your Comforts the Enjoyment 
of your Eye. Sight * is, and ſhall be till Death, 
the Conſtant Prayers of 


Your Dear and Loving Mother, 


ANN MOREs. 


* Her Son in his Dur Dau eſpecially, was much 
affiitted with Weak and Sore Eyes, and Sometime in Danger 
of Utter Blindneſs, which was 7 toe Cauſe of this Particular 
Petition. 


24. 1 Cor. 15. 16. Heb. 2. 13. 2 Tim. 


N. B. The Reader is deſired to Take 


* 


Notice, That in the Foregoing Diſcourſe 


thoſe Lines Marked (©) contain the Sen- 


 tences or Expreſſions of the Deceaſed, which 


are either in ſeveral Letters of Hers, 
yet in Being, or which She deliver d by 
Word of Mouth. And that as Strict and 
Impartial Truth, is obſerved throughout 
the W hole: So the Former are Exadly 
Copred, and the Latter, Recited, with as 


Little Vuriationas poſſible. - 
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